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HOMICIDE SUSPECT ARRESTED IN MEXICO 

Homicide occurred in Santa Barbara in 1984 
 
 
SANTA BARBARA, CA – 11/2/2011 – In May of 1984, Miguel Godoy Morales committed a homicide 

on the 500 block of Olive Street.  Godoy stabbed Antonio Pineda to death during a brawl that had 

initiated at a nearby bar.  After committing the homicide, Godoy fled to Mexico in order to avoid 

arrest and prosecution. 

 

In 2004, Detectives from the Santa Barbara Police Department traveled to San Diego in order to 

meet with agents from the California Department of Justice (DOJ), Bureau of Investigation and 

Intelligence, Foreign Prosecution and Law Enforcement Unit (FPLEU).  The purpose of the meeting 

was to file an Article 4 case against Godoy for the homicide he had committed in Santa Barbara, 

Ca.   An Article 4 gives the Mexican authorities the legal right to arrest and prosecute Godoy in 

Mexico for the homicide committed in Santa Barbara. Detectives from Santa Barbara Police 

Department and Agents from the Department of Justice subsequently flew to Mexico City, Mexico 

and met with the office of Procuraduria General De La Republica (PGR) which accepted the Article 

4 case.  An arrest warrant for homicide committed in a foreign country was issued by a federal 

judge in Mexico ordering Godoy’s arrest.   

 

Santa Barbara Detectives, Agents from FPLEU, PGR, and authorities from the City of Tijuana spent 

several years attempting to locate Godoy with no avail.  On the evening of October 12th, 2011, 

twenty -seven years later, agents from the Baja California Norte, Policia Estatal Preventiva (PEP) , 

were conducting surveillance in the area near Godoy’s last known address in Tijuana.  PEP located 
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Godoy working on a disabled vehicle in a commercial parking lot near his residence.  Godoy was 

arrested without incident and flown to Mexico City for detention.  Godoy is now awaiting trial for 

the homicide he committed in Santa Barbara on May 27th, 1984. 

 

A press conference is going to be held at the Santa Barbara Police Department Murphy Room today 

at 1:30 p.m.  Please bring your press credentials with you as they will be required for access. 
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